[Successful single-lung transplantation in emphysema].
Lung transplantation is now considered acceptable therapy for end-stage lung disease. Until recently therapy for emphysema was disappointing, but lung transplantation has brought new hope for those terminally ill with the disease. We present our early experience with single-lung transplantation in 5 men and 1 woman with emphysema, 40-61 years old. All recovered following surgery, with remarkable improvement in lung function and functional capacity. They are now 6-20 months post-transplantation, do not need oxygen supplementation and are able to perform their normal daily activities. Shortage of donor organs is the limiting factor for single-lung transplantation in these patients.